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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group III, including claims 7-1 3 and 1 5-21 
in the reply filed on August 6, 2008 is acknowledged. 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because phrases that can be 
implied, such as " ... according to the invention" in the last line of the abstract, should be 
avoided.. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. References to the instant claims, such as that found in paragraph [0006] of the 
instant specification, should be avoided because the subject matters of the claims may 
change during the course of prosecution. 

4. Claims 7-10 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In the instant claims, several means plus function clauses are noted; however, it 
is not clear as to whether these means plus function clauses are intended to invoke 
means plus function in accordance with 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. Note for 
example, claim 7 calls for "second fastening means for securement of the stator 
lamination stack to the guideway beam", which appears to suggest an invoking of 
means plus function under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph; however, in claim 10, the 
second fastening means is claimed to have a sleeve-shaped configuration, which claims 
the specific structure for performing the function associated with the claimed means, 
and thus, claim 10 does not qualify as means plus function under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth 
paragraph. Applicant is suggested to either avoiding to using the word means in the 
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claims or deleting the specific structures for performing the functions associated with the 
word "means". 

In claims 1 7-1 8, it is not clear as to whether the instant claimed load-bearing 
bolts form parts of the first and/or second fastening means recited in claim 7. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7-10, 15 and 17-18 (as best understood) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over German reference DE 196 19 867 in view of 
Japanese reference 09037413. 

The German reference discloses a support structure similar to that recited in the 
instant claims, including guideway beam 1 ,2, base support 5, stator pack 3 supported 
by a U-shaped section mounted to the guideway beam, and means 4 for positioning and 
securement of the guideway beam member to the base support. Regarding the 
structure of stator pack, consider stator pack 33 of the Japanese reference, which 
includes a plurality of laminations 331 having aligned bores for receiving fastening 
device 334 that comprises a long bolt, a nut, and associated washers; wherein, the 
fastening device of the Japanese reference having the above elements forms the first 
and second fastening means as broadly claimed. In view of the Japanese reference, it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to mount a stator pack to the U- 
shaped section of the German reference, in a manner similar to that taught by the 
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Japanese reference, because the German does not provide the specific details of the 
mounting for one skilled in the art to follow. 

Regarding the instant claimed bores and openings, as recited in claim 8, note 
that the structure of the German reference, as modified, includes bores and openings 
corresponding that the recited in the instant claim. 

Regarding the instant claimed welding, as recited in instant claim 9, note that the 
use of welding for a strong connection that is not easily becoming loosed is well known 
(Official Notice is taken). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
to use a well known weld instead of a nut in the fastening device of the German 
reference, as modified, so as to achieve a strong connection that is not easily becoming 
loosed. 

Regarding the instant claimed second fastening means having a sleeve-shaped 
configuration, as recited in instant claim 10, consider the nut associated with fastening 
device 334 of the Japanese reference. 

Regarding the instant claims 17-18, consider the load bearing bolt of fastening 
device 334 of the Japanese reference, which appears to extend out from the bore of the 
stator stack in "about" the range of distances as claimed. 
7. Claim 16 (as best understood) is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the prior art as applied to claim 8 above, and further in view of 
Raschbichler (US 5,370,059) and Schwarzler (US 3,967,561). 

Regarding the instant claimed coils and caps recited in instant claim 16, note that 
such coils and caps are well known in the art. Note for example, coils 3 of Raschbichler 
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and cap 29 of Schwardzler. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art to include such well known coils and caps in the structure of German reference, as 
modified, for performing the expected functions thereof. 

8. Claims 1 1 -1 3 and 1 9-21 are allowable. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK T. LE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6682. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, between 8:15-4:45 
(Teleworking). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Mark Le/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 
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